
“A device with a sharp point or edges
that can puncture or cut skin” (FDA,
2021).

Place all sharps in your
container immediately after
use.
Do not recap, remove, break,
bend, or cut the needle.
Do not over fill your
container. Close and tape the
lid once 2/3 full.
Always label your
alternative bottle
as “Medical
Sharps” or 
“Biohazardous”

Sharps
containers
should be kept
out of reach of
children and
pets.

Syringes for insulin,
B12 injection or
testosterone

SHARPS
SAFETY

ABOUT
SHARPS

What is a medical sharp?

Autoinjector medications such as
Epipens (Epinephrine) and Aimovig

Home infusion sets
and hemodialysis
connecting needles

SAFE
PRACTICES

Examples:
Diabetic supplies such as lancets
and pen needles



Safe Needle Disposal
in Spanish

Approved:
Made of thick, rigid, heavy-
duty, leak- resistant plastic

Must remain upright during use
Laundry detergent bottles must
be emptied
Bleach bottles must be emptied
and rinsed

Lid must be
tight fitted,
puncture-
resistant 

SAFE
DISPOSAL 

SAFE
STORAGE

The FDA recommends
that used medical
sharps such as needles
and syringes be
disposed into an FDA-
cleared sharps
container. 

Using a Sharps Container

FDA-cleared sharps containers can
be purchases at pharmacies,
medical supply stores, healthcare
providers, hospitals, online, and
major retailers such as Walmart,
Target and Amazon.

How do we get one?

The FDA released guidelines for 
safe alternative sharps containers
using household items.

Find more information about
state guidelines, mail- back
programs, and  resources at

www.safeneedlesdisposal.org.

SAFE
ALTERNATIVES

Not Approved:
Can not be made
of glass, metal,
thin plastic, or
aluminum
Can not be clear
Can not have easy
open lids such as
coffee tins
Can not be paper
or plastic bags

After taping and labeling the
container, place the sharps
container or the FDA-cleared
alternative container in the
household trash. 
Supervised sharps collection
sites may include local
pharmacies, veterinary office,
hospital, health department,
medical waste facilities, and
police or fire stations. 
DO NOT bring used needles
and syringes to a facility that
does not accept them. 
Loose sharps should NEVER
be placed into the trash can,
recycling bin, flushed down
the toilet, or dropped in a
medication drop box.
Sharps mail-back programs are
another option for proper
disposal. 

        Some options include:
       Meri Inc.: www.meriinc.com.
       Stericylcle: store.stericycle.com


